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“Junior cycle places students at the 

centre of the educational experience, 

enabling them to actively participate in 

their communities and in society and 

to be resourceful and confident 

learners in all aspects and stages of 

their lives.”

NCCA

A Vision for Junior Cycle





What skills do students need to be 21st C Learners and Active Citizens
in a 21st C society?



What 
learning 
looks like 
now.

Active & Engaging

Collaborative

Promotes Critical Thinking

Respectful 

Inclusive and Accepting

Holistic



What is the 
purpose of 

education in 
Junior Cycle

Help students become better learners 
and develop a love of learning.

Provide a solid foundation for further 
study.

To develop skills for learning and life.

To support learning through improved 
reporting to both students and parents.



Key Skills



Key Skills

8 Key Skills to be taught in all subjects.

Allows students to be more active engaged 
with learning

Take greater ownership of their learning

Have a critical engagement with digital 
technology

Be encouraged to problem solve and think 
critically and creatively



Key Skills

10





Why is Wellbeing Important?





Wellbeing in CCC

SPHE CSPE PE

Digital Media 
Literacy

Wired for 
Wellbeing

Weekly reflections 
on Wellbeing 

Indicators in the 
school journal.



Classroom-
Based 

Assessments 
(CBAs)

• Students will complete two CBAs throughout 
Junior Cycle: 1 in Second Year and 1 in Third Year

• CBAS will provide students with opportunities to 
demonstrate their understanding and skills in a 
way which would not be possible in a formal 
examination.

• The tasks will cover a broad range of activities 
including oral presentations, written work of 
different types, practical or designing and making 
activities, artistic performances, scientific 
experiments, projects or other suitable tasks.

• A particular purpose of the Classroom- Based 
Assessments will be to facilitate developmental 
feedback to students.



What is the purpose of 
CBAs?
• Provides a more engaging learning experience.

• Quality reporting back to parents and students throughout 
the Junior Cycle years.

• Assessment to support learning.

• Provides a purposeful second year.

• An emphasis on Key Skills, Wellbeing Indicators and 
preparation for life.

• A sound preparation for learning at Senior Cycle and 
beyond



What is the purpose of CBAs?

Assessment in 
support of learning 

Assessment focused 
on offering effective 

feedback 

Greater variety of 
assessment activity -
“fit for purpose” and 
relevant to students 

Teachers talking to 
teachers about 

assessment.

Building capacity, 
knowledge and 
confidence in 
assessment.



The Assessment Journey



Levels of achievement in CBAs

• Exceptional= Very high standard, strengths of 
the work far outstrip its flaws, which are minor 

• Above expectations= Of a high standard, some 
aspect of the work in need of further attention..

• In line with expectations= A good understanding 
of the issue, some areas needing further 
attention

• Yet to meet expectations= Falls someway short, 
fundamental shortcomings that need to be 
addressed



Features of Quality



SLAR - SUBJECT LEARNING &

ASSESSMENT REVIEW MEETINGS

Teachers attend two 
SLAR meetings. One 

after CBA1 in 2nd Year 
and one after CBA2 in 

3rd Year.

Meetings: Two hours in 
length

Purpose: to develop a 
shared understanding 

of national standards by 
using the four grade 

descriptors

https://www.curriculumonline.ie/JUNIOR-CYCLE/JUNIOR-CYCLE-SUBJECTS/ENGLISH-(1)/ASSESSMENT-AND-REPORTING/SUBJECT-LEARNING-AND-ASSESSMENT-REVIEW-TCA


Assessment 
Tasks

• The written Assessment Task is worth 10% of the 
final grade and is marked by the State 
Examinations Commission.

• It may require the student to demonstrate an 
understanding of the knowledge and skills 
developed during the second CBA.

• The written Assessment Task may also provide an 
opportunity for students to refer to skills and 
competences that were developed and describe 
ways in which their learning might be applied to 
new situations.

• The Assessment Task will be completed in class 
under the supervision of the teacher and will be 
sent to the SEC for marking along with the script 
for that subject in the state-certified examination.

• Exception of practical subjects.



Second Year CBAs



Second Year CBAs



Second Year CBAs





Reporting 
on 

Assessment

Junior Cycle aims to build on reporting carried out 
at Primary level.

Reporting will happen in first, second and third-
year 

First-year reporting will focus on student learning 
and self-development

Second and third-year reporting will include the 
school-based components that will form part of 
the Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement.



The Junior 
Cycle Profile 

of 
Achievement 

(JCPA)

Reports on:

All CBAs completed in Second & Third Year.

State Examination Grades

Other Areas of Learning

Other Areas of Wellbeing



Descriptors

State Examination

Distinction 90+
Higher Merit 75-89%
Merit 55-74%
Achieved 40-54%
Yet to be achieved    20-39%
Not Graded <19%

Classroom-Based 
Assessments

Exceptional
Above expectations
In line with expectations
Yet to meet expectations

• The way in which students are graded has also changed.
• Instead of A, B, C, D, E, F and NG, the descriptors listed 

below will now be used







Junior Cycle Geography

CBAs and Assessment



Assessment 
Layout 

Classroom-Based Assessment (CBA) 
1: Second Year: 3 week period in this 
term Jan-Feb: result on JCPA.

Classroom-Based Assessment (CBA) 
2: Third Year: 3 week period in the 
1st term: result on JCPA.

Assessment Task: completed in Third 
Year based on CBA2: 10% of final 
grade.

Final Examination: common level 
paper set by State examinations 
Commission in June 2021.





Geography in the 
News

• Students curiosity should be 
fostered to explore topics and 
ideas that are of interest to 
them

• They should be encouraged to 
identify relevant links between 
classroom learning and 
everyday life.





Structured Inquiry process

• A process which involves 
students asking questions, 
gathering data, evaluating 
and interpreting their 
findings and presenting 
information.



Student Choice on Presentation

WRITTEN FORM DIGITAL FORM VISUAL FORM AUDIO FORM



CBA 2: My 
Geography

Student undertake an 
active investigation into 
a geographical aspect(s) 
of their local area.

Encourages student to 
relate the subject and 
the skills they have 
learnt to their local area





Student Choice on Presentation

WRITTEN FORM DIGITAL FORM VISUAL FORM AUDIO FORM



Assessment Task
& 

Final Exam

Assessment Task: completed in Third 
Year based on CBA2: 10% of final grade.

Final Examination: common level 
paper set by State examinations 
Commission in June 2021.



Questions


