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Message from Principal, Mr. John Cronin 

As we begin to celebrate our twentieth anniversary (1995 -2015) we welcome the completion of the 
new Sports Hall, Fitness Suite and ten replacement classes.  Thanks to the efforts of our parents, 

students and staff, this new extension is a welcome enhancement to the College that will further enrich 
the quality of education and extracurricular activities available to the community of Dublin 15.
In Athletics and Orienteering many of our students have represented the College with pride and dis-
tinction.  Our students have competed in Basketball, Camogie, Hockey, Gaelic Football, Hurling and 
Soccer.  In the world of Debating and Public Speaking, College students achieved success as National 
and Leinster Champions this year. 
Once again our musicians represented us with pride in the National Concert Hall in March at the 
annual DDLETB Festival of Music. Our TY students hosted another very successful Starsearch talent 
contest raising significant funds for charity.   
In November the College’s Spirit of Community Award was presented to the Dublin 15 Sports Club and 
to the Special Olympics movement in recognition of the huge contribution being made by its members 
to the community. The award was gratefully accepted by three wonderful past pupils who have prov-
en to be great ambassadors for their College and Community: John Feighrey, Jack Conneely and Liam 
Holmes.
I am very proud of the great work that has been done by our teachers in the area of curriculum 
development.  Once again this work has been endorsed by the Inspectorate.  The recent MLL 
Inspection of the College identified and affirmed many aspects of the College.  A copy of the 
report can be accessed on our website.   
As the academic year draws to a close we can look back 
on another successful year at Castleknock Community 
College.  Despite the many challenges that exist in 
our world today it a source of enormous pride 
to work with a team of teachers who continue 
to honour their profession on a daily basis. 
We are also blessed to be entrusted with 
students who remain so full of hope, enthusiasm 
and ambition. In partnership with the parents 
of the College we will continue to work together 
to provide the best education for our young people.

Tá an-áthas orm deis a bheith agam arís chun labhairt libh san eagrán seo. Táim 
an-bhródúil as ucht na hoibre iontach atá ar siúl i gColáiste Pobail Caisleán Cnucha. 

Is mór an sólás croí dom féachaint ar an éacht oibre a chuireann an fhoireann 
múinteoireachta, daltaí agus tuismitheoirí uilig isteach lá i ndiaidh lae.

Deputy Principal Carmel O’Neill, 
Principal John Cronin and 
Deputy Principal John Hopkins
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On Thursday 12th of March 2015, Ms. Daly, Mr. Stanley and two students from Transition Year, Ailbhe 
Kelly and Ellen Roche, travelled to Waterford as representatives of Castleknock Community College to take 
part in a Flag Presentation Ceremony. This historic event was organised by The Thomas F. Meagher Foun-
dation to acknowledge him as the person who gave Ireland the Tricolour National Flag of Ireland in 1848, 
and which was first raised in Waterford city in that year. This event was attended by Michael D. Higgins, 
President of Ireland, and Ailbhe and Ellen were presented with a tricolour-flag for Castleknock Communi-
ty College as part of the ceremony.

All LC1 students in Ms. McGrath’s Span-
ish class entered the Spanish translation 
competition “Beat Google Translate” or-
ganised by NUI Galway in January. 
The students were tasked with translating 
a 19th century poem from Spanish into 
English. Translations were assessed on 
their individuality and creativity as well 
as their use of language.
Shane Sweeney, a 5th year student was 
selected as the winner and travelled to 
Galway during the midterm break to col-
lect his prize.

THOMAS F. MEAGHER FOUNDATION

Beat Google 
Translate!
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Castleknock Community College has a long established 
record of achieving various Gaisce awards, in particu-
lar the Bronze and Silver Awards. On Saturday the 28th of 
March 2015, fourteen students from Fifth Year travelled 
to Carlingford to complete the outdoor activities tasks re-
quired to qualify for the Silver Gaisce Award, which they 
did over two nights and three days. The students had to en-
dure many challenges, one of which was a 50km hike, and 
support each other along the way. They will all be presented 
with their medals in Trinity College this coming December.

THOMAS F. MEAGHER FOUNDATION THE SILVER GAISCE AWARD

Niamh O’Neill
Following recognition by the SEC 
for her outstanding achievement 
in Science at Junior Cert 2013 and 
having competed successfully in the 
National Science Olympiad, LC1 
student Niamh O’Neill was selected 
for the National Team representing 
Ireland at the European Science 
Olympiad in Athens in Easter 2014. 

EUROPEAN SCIENCE 
OLYMPIAD
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PUBLIC SPEAKING AND DEBATING
Speakers from CCC made an impressive sweep of victories this 
year in major Public Speaking & Debating Competitions.  
On March 7th LC1 student, Rebecca Ross took top prize at the 
National Final of the Soroptimist Girls Public Speaking Com-
petition & has been invited to reprise her winning speech at 
Soroptimist Conference in Belfast next month.
On March 21st Junior Cert student Amel Yahi was crowned 
National Junior Mace Champion 2015 when she won the won 
the Grand Final of the Matheson National Mace Competition, 
coming out on top of over seventy other speakers on the day.
To conclude a trio of victories, Third Year students Da-
vid McGuane & Katie Kenny Byrne lifted the Leinster Junior 
Schools Debating Trophy following an impressive victory at the 
Leinster Final in UCD on March 26th This was the sixth victory 
for CCC in the ten year history of the competition!
CCC was also represented in the Leinster Senior Final in Trinity 
College on March 24th when TY student Kate Maher took the 
Runner-Up Individual prize & thus earned a place in National 
Final.
Meanwhile, following their success in Irish Trials, Junior Cert 
students Ben Fitzpatrick & Adam Pearle Byrne will travel to 
Cambridge University to speak at the International Competi-
tion for Young Debaters on May 2nd 
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Doodle 4 Google

Congratulations to  Bhavya 
Mugawar a second year stu-
dent  who has been selected as 
a finalist for this years ‘Doo-
dle 4 Google’.  After public 
voting, she has been invited to 
attend the final prize-giving 
event in the Google Foundry 

Whilst many students spent February midterm 
catching up on much needed sleep, a brave group 
of LC1 students met outside CCC at 4:30 am for 
the eagerly anticipated trip to the heartland of the 
European Union, Brussels and Cologne. 
In Brussels, at the European Parliament, Brian 
Hayes (MEP for Dublin) had an engaging Q and A 
session with our students, discussing many Euro-
pean topics.  After lunch the group headed to the 
European Commission for a talk on the functions of 
various European Institutions.
Day two started with a guided tour of Cologne, a 
city rich in history.  The third day consisted of a 
trip to neighbouring Dusseldorf to get a tour of 
WDR Radio.  On the last day, CCC students visited 
Cologne’s Ford Factory. Here they toured the huge 
complex to examine how Ford Cars are built, an 
amazing experience.  After the tour, it was back to 
Cologne to spend the last few hours in the city cen-
tre before heading to the airport.  
All agreed that it was an immensely enjoyable trip.  
Sincere thanks to all the staff involved for organis-
ing this wonderful trip.

BRUSSELS 
and COLOGNE
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3rd Year Elite Athletes Alex Clarkin & 

Jack Rudden Kelly finished 1st & 2nd 

in the Intermediate Hurdles in the 

West Leinster Championships 2015.

Caoimhe Lynham: Winner of the U16 
Girls 200m Finals at the 2015 West 
Leinster Track & Field Event

SPORTING SUCCESS STORIES

It has been an outstanding year for 2nd 
year student Molly Brown. She has won 
her second back to back All Ireland Schools 
Orienteering title, representing Ireland in the 
recent Schools International Cross Country 
Meet in Santry.  She also won the 1500m 
in the recent West Leinster Track and Field 
Championships in Morton Stadium in Santry 
and goes on to represent her school in the 
upcoming Leinster Championships in May 
2015.  She is a current member of both 
Dublin Camogie  and Gaelic Football teams.

Jennifer Treadwell: Recent-ly medalled in the U16 west Leinster Championship in the Shot Putt 2015
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Our Track and Field Team recorded some outstanding performances in the recent West Leinsters, particu-
larly in Hurdles, Hammer, Javelin, Pole Vault,   200m, 4x100m Relay and 4x300m Relay. Many of our 
students were in the top 3 in their event with many more in the top 6.

The College was delighted to see our boys Soccer Teams back in the Leinster Leagues this year and were 
also delighted when the Under 14 boys reached the Leinster Semi-Final.

Camogie and Gaelic Football teams continue to compete at a high standard and the U14 girls have reached 
the semi-finals Gaelic Football.   While our U14 Camogie Team were crowned Dublin Champions on 
Wednesday 29th April. Our U14 hurlers  were narrowly defeated in the Dublin Finals on Wednesday the 
6th May.  Hockey, rugby and cricket continue to thrive in the College with students competing in Dublin & 
Leinster Leagues.

Basketball is going from strength to strength at the College. Our girl’s teams competed very well having 
been promoted to the “A” Division on foot of their tremendous achievements last year in the National Cup 
and Dublin Championships. Our Boys as always, went on to All Ireland Play Offs where they put in some 
excellent performances. We look forward to more success in the future when our students can play in our 
new “state of the art” Sportshall and where we hope to welcome teams from not just Dublin but from the 
4 corners of Ireland to future Basketball Events.

2nd Year Student Mark O’Connor 
(left) had a fine run in the All-Ireland 
Cross-country in Clongowes Wood 
finishing in 8th place in a field of over 
100 competitors.  He is pictures here 
with team mates Simon Ayres, Daire 
O’Neill and Eoghan Lyons who recently 
won the Dublin Junior Medley Relays 
in Santry (April 2015)

CCC continues its success 
in Leinster Schools Orien-
teering recently winning 
no less than 4 titles at the 
Leinster School’s Champi-
onship.  Pictured here are 
sisters Ciara & Aoife Simm 
winners in 1st Yr Girls 
and T.Y. Girls Category.  
Rachel Armstrong, 2nd & 
3rd Year Girls’ Champion 
and Molly Brown, League 
Winner.
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SPORTING SUCCESS STORIES

FESTIVAL OF MUSIC
NATIONAL CONCERT 

HALL

Aoife Simm (left) winner of Intermediate Ham-

mer event in West Leinster Track & Field Cham-

pionship in Santry (April 2015).  Ailbhe Healy 

Winner of the Intermediate Girls Pole Vault, 

hurdles and 4 x 100m Relay.

The victorious U16 Girls 4 x 300m Relay team 

go on to represent the College in the Leinster 

Track & Field Championships in Santry, May 

2015. (L-R) Maeve Stynes, Eve Reilly, Molly 

Brown & Emma Glynn.

U14 Dublin Camogie Champions 2015

Intermediate Girls 4 x 100m Relay Team who won Gold 
in Santry.  (L-R) Ailbhe Healy, Eve Reilly, Jessica Kane and 
Sophie Roche.

Mark O’Connor and Molly Brown who both finished 8th in the All Ireland Schools Cross Country in Co. Kildare in April 2015.
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FESTIVAL OF MUSIC
NATIONAL CONCERT 

HALL
Castleknock Community College was well represented in 
the DDLETB Festival of Music in the National Concert 
Hall in March.  This annual event was once again a high-
light of the music calendar. 100 students approximately 
participated on the night as members of the massed ETB 
choir and as members of solo and group acts.  Our so-
loists this year were Rachel Armstrong, Nathan Phipps 
O’Neill, Lara McDermott, Oisin Murphy O’Kane, Katie 
Lambert, Amy Melia, Niamh Murray, Ciaran Maguire 
and Sarah Joyce.  They were wonderful ambassadors for 
the College and the quality of their performances was 
outstanding.  It was a wonderful night and we would 
like to thank the parents and guardians for their con-
tinued support.  Looking ahead to the next academ-
ic year, the Music Department returns to Draiocht on 
the 18th and 19th November 2015 to celebrate our 
College’s 20th anniversary.  A date for your diaries!

MUSICAL EVENING IN FARMLEIGH

The students and staff were delighted to host this year’s “Leaving Certificate Mu-
sical Evening” in the ballroom of Farmleigh House.  It was indeed a wonderful 
venue for a musical evening and was attended by parents, staff and friends of the 
College.  The Leaving Certificate Music students performed a selection of pieces 
ahead of their State Examination practical.  It was evident on the night that these 
students have achieved a very high standard of performance and with that com-
ponent of the examination now completed, we wish them every success in June!  
We are very grateful to the staff of Farmleigh who made the occasion so special.
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Sports Hall: After 15 years of campaigning Castleknock Community College is proud to unveil its new state 
of the art Sports Hall and fitness suite and ten replacement classrooms.  The new facilities will be available 
to all our students in September 2015.  Special thanks to the parents, students and staff who worked so 
hard  together to make this dream a reality. 

SPORTS HALL
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Students were asked to reflect on what the school means to them. These reflections will form a display for 
the school’s main entrance.  Some responses included:

 ‘My school means courage, support, guidance. Friends, respect 
and learning’

 ‘To me my school is a wonderful community where you can make 
friends and learn new things.  We are a close community, we trust 

each other and help each other when times are difficult.  My school 
has the best and kindest teachers.  I love my school.’

 ‘My school is my safe place. It is where I learn and grow.  It is 
what helps me focus on achieving my goals and ambitions.  I can come 

to school and know that I belong and that there are people around 
me that care about me and my progress.  My school always supports 
through the tough times.  I have never been more proud to be part of 

something as special as CCC.’

  ‘My school means a place where I can learn and excel at the things 
I am interested in.  It is a place to pursue friendships and a place where I 

can make new ones.’

  What My School Means to Me
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SPIRIT OF 
COMMUNITY AWARD

The College’s own Spirit of the Community Award for 2014 was presented to Sports Club 15 in recogni-
tion of its work in promoting physical activities amongst young people with special needs. 
Past-pupils John Feighery & Jack Conneely accepted the award on behalf of Sports Club 15 at the College’s 
Annual Awards Evening.
From left to right in photo
John Cronin (Principal), John Feighery, Ruth Feighery (Founding Member), Jack Conneely & John Hopkins 
(Deputy Principal).

Coláiste Pobail Caisleán Cnucha 
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Castleknock Community College
1995 - 2015

TY students were privileged to attend a talk by 
Nobel Peace Laureate, Leymah Gbowee at DCU 
on April 13th and indeed to meet her personally.  
Her inspirational speech focused on the struggles 
experienced by women in Liberia and the courage 
and fortitude demonstrated by so many as they at-
tempt to meet and overcome these challenges in 
their daily lives.
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