Easter Break Newsletter
April 2022

“A graduate from CCC is recognised as a young person who possesses a strong moral
purpose and holds the courage of their convictions. Graduates will be equipped with
the life skills to understand their own well-being so that they can manage their
emotional, mental, spiritual and physical needs.”
Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s)
As we approach the Easter holidays, we would also like to update you on developments in the
College over the course of this term and to advise you of upcoming events in the term to come.

Extra-curricular News
Girls U14 Gaelic Football
The Girls U14 Gaelic Footballers have been doing brilliantly this term. They came out top of
their group beating both Old Bawn, Tallaght and Luttrellstown Community College. From
there they went into the quarter final which they also won, narrowly beating Santa Sabina 710 to 7-9. The final point came from a free scored in the last minute of injury time! They played
their semi-final against Loreto Foxrock on the Wednesday before the Easter holidays and
despite a very strong breeze throughout the whole game had a comprehensive victory of 9-6
to 1-4. We wish them all the best in their upcoming final. Well done to the U14 Girls and their
coaches Ms. Meehan and Mr. Barry.
First Year Boys Gaelic Football
Huge congratulations to our First Year Footballers who have qualified for their first Dublin
School’s GAA Football Final this year after a resounding semi-final victory over Colaiste
Eanna, Rathfarnham. The game itself was the third match our First Year footballers have
played this year, and our players did themselves and the school proud by winning the game by
an impressive score-line of 6-10 to 2-09. Based on this and previous performances to date, this
young team continues to live up to the promise and potential that they have already displayed
in the past few months. They will now face St. Aidan’s CBS of Whitehall in the upcoming final,
date to be confirmed. We wish them and their coach Mr. O’Riada the very best of luck!
All Ireland Schools’ Cross Country Championships Belfast 2022
It was an early start on the morning of Saturday 12th March as the junior CCC athletics
departed from school at 8:30am to make our journey to Mallusk. Our senior boys had travelled
the night before and our senior girls travelled independently on the morning.
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Our junior girls’ team were the first to compete. Unfortunately, we were missing one of our
athletes who was unwell. The team ran really well and just missed out on a podium finish,
finishing 4th in the team event. A great experience and a great season by our 2nd Year girls,
competing for the first time in cross country for CCC. Well done to all members of the squad,
Grace O’Grady, Ruby Buckley, Leah O’Dwyer, Cara Mohan, Nina Turkalj, Eily Kildunne
and Lilly Manicle.
Next to race were two senior girls Sadhbh Mohan and Ellen McLoughlin, it was a challenging
course with both athletes doing very well.
Finally, it was onto the final race of the day, our senior boys’ team ran extremely well, even
with one of our athletes losing one of their spiked runners in the mud! Below is a piece that
was published on the Athletics Ireland website describing some of the action at the event.
“It was a thrilling day of cross country competition in Belfast, as the Irish Life Health All
Ireland Schools Championships returned with plenty of thrills and spills on a sun swept
Saturday (March 12th). The action was highlighted by a host of Fingal-Dublin 2021 European
cross country stars clashing in the senior races which completed a superb eight race schedule”.
“The senior boy’s race saw Scott Fagan (Castleknock CC) claim gold in a stacked field which
included fellow European cross country silver medallist (U20 Team) Dean Casey (St
Flannan’s) who would ultimately finish second to the Castleknock athlete”.
(Source Athletics Ireland website 12/3/22)
Senior Boys Result
1. Scott Fagan (Leinster) Castleknock CC 21:06
2. Dean Casey (Munster) St Flannan’s Ennis 21:11
3. Niall Murphy (Munster) St Flannan’s Ennis 21:27

Senior Boys Team Result
Place

Team name

1.

St Flannan’s Ennis

28

Dean Casey

2

Niall Murphy

3

Dylan Casey

5

Barry Conway

18

Cian O'Boyle

29

Thomas McGuire

40

Castleknock CC

82

Scott Fagan

1

2.

Points
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Louie Woodger

21

Finn Woodger

26

Traian Rebegea

34

Well done to all the athletes who have trained and competed in cross country this season and
to Mr. Davey who organized the trip to Belfast. As we went to press our athletes are preparing
to compete in the West Leinster track and field championships, the first to take place in three
years, since 2019. More details to follow.
Junior & Senior Boys Gaelic Football & Junior Hurling Team News
Best of luck to the Senior football team in the Leinster League Shield final vs Enniscorthy CBS
after Easter.
1st year boys hurling and football team in finals:
Football final vs St. Aidans
Hurling final vs St. David's
Wishing all the players and their coaches the best of luck in these finals!
Santry West Leinster Track & Field
the cold weather and rain each student gave all they had. Over 30 Athletes completed in
multiple events throughout the day. This was the first time Santry was held since 2019 due to
COVID19, it was fantastic to see our students back competing at such a high level. There were
some outstanding performances by our Senior Boys: Scott Fagan who won the 1500m, Traiain
Rebegea came from 5th place with 300m to go and ran the race of his life and came in 2nd place
after Scott. Finn Woodger came 1st in the Senior Boys 400m. We had lots of new students
participating in 1st and 2nd year minor Girls and Boys. We medalled in a lot of events here too.
Minor girls came 2nd in the 4 x 100m (Mia Brett, Ella Ryan, Juliette Reeves Smyth and
Abigail Tolan), Mia Brett minor girls 100m 1st place, Eily Kildunne 1st in the 1200m walk,
Caoimhe Delaney 3rd in the minor Girls long jump, Senior Girl Sadhbh Mohan came 1st in the
1500m and Eliron Oshiokameh came 2nd in the 100m minor boys.
The best race of the day was the Senior Boys steeple race. This race involves athletes running
and jumping into water and jumping over hurdles. It did not disappoint.
At the meeting held on Thursday 5th April, the Senior Boys won the 4x400m with the Senior
Girls coming 3rd in the 4x300m. Mia Brett won the Minor High Jump with Ella Ryan winning
the Minor Long Jump. Scott Fagan won the Senior 4,000m with Louie Woodger coming 3rd.
Traian Rebegea and Finn Woodger coming 2nd and 3rd respectively in the 800m. All athletes
have now qualified for the Leinsters in May. All our athletes were a credit to the Colleges and
we thank them and their clubs for their hard work and dedication. Well done to all concerned
a big thank you to Ms. Daly and Ms. Kelly for their efforts in organising the College’s
participation in these events.
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Maths Competition
First year students took part in the annual "IMTA Junior Maths Competition" organised by
the Irish Mathematics Teachers Association. Mr Smyth presented prizes to the top achievers
in the college. Well done to all especially Aoife Marron, Hasini Amba and Iulian Sandu.

UCD Entrance Scholars Awards
The College is delighted to announce that seven students from the Leaving Certificate
Graduating class of 2021 were recipients of the UCD Entrance Scholars Awards. These awards
recognise the academic achievements of students who have achieved 560 points or more in
their Leaving Certificate. Congratulations to Emma Casey, Adam Hayes, Elena Maslova,
Joshua McCann, Nina McCartney, Sean McClean and Oisin O’Neill on their fantastic
achievement. We wish them continued success in their academic studies in UCD.
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’65 Roses Day’ Fund Raising Events for Cystic Fibrosis
Congratulation to our Second Year students on their fantastic fund raising initiatives for
Cystic Fibrosis Ireland, which culminated in a challenging feat of ingenuity in getting the
Second Years to form a human ‘65 Roses Day’ in the New Sports Hall to mark ’65 Roses Day’
on Friday 8th April. Their non-uniform day and “Great Purple Bake-Off” competition and
bake sale raised €3,500 for this very worthy cause. Well done to the Second Year students
and Mr. Brennan and Ms. O’Doherty for their Trojan work in helping to raise vital funds for
Cystic Fibrosis Ireland.
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LC1 Ukrainian Appeal
The LC1 Team would very much like to thank the parents, guardians and wider school
community for their overwhelming generosity during the Ukrainian Appeal. The huge
response reflected the very real concern there is in our community to help families and
individuals in crisis.
Together, we raised €4,100 which was donated to the Red Cross and will be used for medical
supplies in Ukraine. The Donations of a wide variety of essential items was also wonderful, as
was the huge effort of Ms. Brooks, Mr. Breathnach, the Religion classes and the 46 volunteers
who worked both tirelessly and efficiently to sort and box up the items donated.
We are also grateful to the parents who offered and gave of their time and vans to transport
the donations to the Junction 6 Donation Hub. It would not have been possible to complete
such an effective project without the active engagement of all.
A particular word of praise must go to the students who showed themselves to be leaders in
our school community. Their enthusiasm, maturity, team spirit and self-direction was
admirable. They reflect the best that CCC hopes to instil in the leaders of tomorrow.
When school days are long forgotten, I think that this initiative will live long in the hearts of
those students who gave so generously of their time.
We at CCC are justifiably proud of the students in our care and reassured once more by the
calibre of students in our school.
To everyone who contributed in any way to this very successful and worthwhile endeavour.
we just want to say: ‘Thank you!’
We have made a difference and for that we are grateful and humbled.

The Diversity Committee
The Diversity Committee is a committee of students and staff who contribute to making the
school a more inclusive environment. The Committee have organised a Microsoft teams survey
for students on the theme of inclusion to take after the Easter break. This survey will be
completed by all students in their SPHE and life skills classes and will take around 10 minutes.
The questions are centred around key issues of identity in the sense of race and ethnicity and
expression of identity. The aim is to compare the results to the anti-racism survey that was
taken in 2018 and see if there is anything that we could do to make students from different
cultures and backgrounds more included and represented in the school.
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TY Creative Writing Module
Congratulations to the following TY students who, as a result of their work during their
Creative Writing module this year with writer Debbie Thomas, had their work published by
Poetry Ireland. Their work can be viewed at:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rusul Mallalah
Marianne Brady
Oscar McMahon
Katie McCormick
Ellamarie Pilson
Roisín Murray

•

Barra Lynch

Please click on the following link to view their work:
https://www.poetryireland.ie/education/poems-from-schools

TY Development Education
We are proud to have received The Diplomatic Passport Award (Silver Badge) in recognition
for
the
Colleges established
engagement
with
Global
Citizenship
Education. Congratulations to Ms Jenny Doyle and her Transition Year Development
Education classes for their work promoting Global Citizenship in the College

Book Drive
There are now 7 bookshelves across the college. The hope is that these will be filled with
donated books. Students will then be free to take a book or drop a book.
Rang Synge and Ms. Dunne are currently running a book-drive to fill these shelves and are
asking students, parents/guardians and staff to donate unwanted books suitable for 12-18
years.
Location of bookshelves
1. Outside the Meeting Room
2. Outside Room 7
3. Ms. O’Halloran’s Office (trolley)
4. Outside Room 12

5. Mr. McCorry’s Office (trolley)
6. Main Foyer
7. Outside 6B
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Parents’ Association Plant Sale
After a two-year hiatus, due to Covid19, the Parents’ Association are delighted to announce
the return of the hugely popular Annual Plant Sale! The Plant Sale will take place in the college
on the 7th & 8th of May. Further details on the event will follow in due course.

One Good School Initiative
We are delighted to announce that Castleknock Community College has been selected to
participate in an initiative in partnership with Jigsaw (The National Centre for Youth Mental
Health).
Jigsaw’s One Good School is a comprehensive initiative which supports the mental health and
wellbeing of young people and those around them by developing a shared responsibility for
mental health across the whole school community.
This is a wonderful opportunity to embrace mental health and wellbeing in our school and to
be pioneers of a national movement that will support healthier communities for generations
to come. Schools play a vital role in supporting and promoting the mental health and
wellbeing of young people and all those within the school community. Schools can provide
safe and supportive environments for building life-skills, resilience and a strong sense of
connectedness. Fostering healthy relationships among peers, school staff and
parents/guardians is critical to a young person’s overall experience of school and the social,
emotional and cognitive development.
The One Good School initiative is being rolled out over a period of 18 months and aims to fully
embed mental health and wellbeing across the whole school community. The One Good
School (OGS) team comprises representatives from the student body, school staff, school
leadership and parents/guardians. The initial task for the OGS Team involves conducting a
self-assessment where we will capture the voices of all members of our school community.
Over the coming weeks, all students, staff and parents/guardians will be asked to participate
in a short online survey. From the feedback gained from the survey, a broad range of evidenceinformed activities for school leadership, staff, young people and parents/guardians will be
offered as well as eLearning courses and webinars.
We are very excited about this initiative, and we look forward to working in collaboratively
to build a strong school culture that values mental health and wellbeing. Thank you in advance
for supporting One Good School.
You can learn more about OGS at https://jigsaw.ie/one-good-school.
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LCA News
•

The students in both Year 1 and Year 2 are working very well to ensure that all Key
Assignments and Tasks that are due for Sessions 2 and Session 4 are being completed
within the set deadlines and to the best of their ability.

•

The students in Rang Becket visited Dunboyne College of Further Education on the
6th April, an invaluable experience that gave them insight into the P.L.C. Courses they are
interested in pursuing when they complete the L.C.A. Programme here at the college.

Key dates to note for both year groups are as follows:
Year 1: Rang Beckett
29th April
•

Vocational Education Task Interviews (via O.A.C.C.)

5th May
Vocational Preparation Task Interviews
9th - 13th May (date still to be confirmed)
•

Gaeilge State Oral exam

18th May
•

All Session 2 subject Key Assignments are due in.

Year 2: Rang Flynn
9th - 13th May (dates still to be confirmed)
•

Spanish State Oral Exam

•

English and Communications State Oral Exam

11th May
•

I.C.T. State Practical Performance and Written test

16th - 20th May (date still to be confirmed)
•

State O.A.C.C. Practical Performance Test

18th May
•

All Session 4 subject Key Assignments are due in.
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The School Uniform
As the warmer Spring/Summer weather approaches a renewed emphasis will be placed on
uniform standards after the Easter holidays. Students and parents/guardians are reminded of
the following:

•

All students should wear their full school uniform each day coming to and going home
from school, which includes the outdoor jacket for all students and blazer for senior
students. A new CCC gilet is also available. Please note that the outdoor jacket
should be worn, not the school hoodie.

•

All students are permitted to wear their tracksuits into school only on the day
they are timetabled for P.E. or Leisure & Recreation Studies. The school tracksuit
items are as follows:
 School hoodie
 Navy tracksuit crested trousers
 White crested polo shirt
Strictly no leggings or shorts will be permitted to be worn instead of the tracksuit
trousers.

•
•

•

•

Please note that with the exception of the days when students have PE, they are
no longer permitted to wear the school hoodie and must wear the school jumper.
Students are also reminded that they are not permitted to wear runners or trainers
(with the exception of PE). Only black shoes are allowed as per the College uniform
policy.
The parents/guardians of student who persistently fail to comply with the College
uniform policy will be contacted by a member of the Senior Management Team.
Students who choose to come to school out of uniform may also be sent home.
Please contact the College should you have any issues sourcing uniform items.

Signing Out Protocols
A gentle reminder to parents/guardians regarding the protocols in place when students need
to leave school earlier. All students must sign out via the Main Office before leaving the
school premises. If a student has an appointment a parent/guardian should notify the tutor in
advance either via a note in the student journal or by email. Should a student feel unwell during
the day they should request permission from their teacher to report to the Main Office. The
secretarial staff will then contact a parent/guardian to advise them of this matter and to
request that they call to the College to collect their son/daughter. We would encourage
parents/guardians not to engage in text communication with their children during the school
day as this in breach of the College’s Acceptable Use Policy concerning the use of mobile
phones during the school day. All communication regarding a student leaving early should
be between a parent/guardian and the school.
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Use of Mobile Phones
Students are reminded that they are forbidden to use their mobile phones during the school
day, which commences from the moment they enter the school building. Ideally phones should
be powered off when students enter the school premises and should only be used with the
express permission of a teacher during the school day. Students are allowed to use their phones
at lunchtime and at the end of the school day. However, students are reminded that they must
use their phones in line with the College’s Acceptable Usage Policy, as outlined in the Student
Journal. Failure to comply with these protocols may result in your son/daughter’s phone being
confiscated and other sanctions may also apply if the phone has been used inappropriately.

Attendance, Punctuality, Swipe Cards & Lates Detention
Parents are requested to email their son/daughter’s Tutor if they are absent from school. A full
list of the Tutor email addresses is available from the College’s website. Students are allowed
to enter the building from 8.20am in the morning. Students should be in attendance in the
College by 8.45am in the morning and 1.15pm in the afternoon. Students who are late to school
should report to Ms. O’Neill’s office to get a late stamp.
The College is also pleased to announce that we have re-introduced the use of Swipe Cards for
all students. Students should record their attendance in the morning and afternoon by using
their swipe cards to swipe in using the terminals at the Student Entrance.
Students who are late more than twice in a week will be placed on detention. Lates
Detention will take place on Wednesday afternoons from 12.30-1.30pm. Please note that
students who are repeatedly late may be suspended from the College

Locking bikes
A reminder to students to ensure that they lock their bikes to prevent thefts from the school
grounds.

Dates for Your Diary
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Saturday 9th – Thursday 14th April: Leaving Certificate Orals & Music Practicals
Monday 11th – 22nd April: Easter Holidays
Saturday & Sunday 7th & 8th May: Parents’ Association Plant Sale
Monday 2nd & Tuesday 3rd May: May Bank Holiday. College closed.
Tuesday 17th – Friday 20th May: End of Term Award Ceremonies
Wednesday 25th May: LC2 Graduation Ceremony
Thursday 26th May – Friday 3rd June: Summer House Exams
Monday 30th May: TY End of Year Ceremony
Friday 3rd June: Last day of term/ Summer Holidays
Wednesday 8th June: Junior Certificate & Leaving Certificate Exams commence
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First Year Art Work on the Theme of ‘Flora & Fauna’

12 | P a g e

Some of the Entries in ‘The Great Purple Bake-Off’ Competition for ’65 Roses Day’
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‘The Great Purple Bake-Off’ Winning Entry by
First Years Freya Uludag & Nancy Jean O’Rourke
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The ‘Easter Bunny’ cake by SNA Carol Cashin, which was
raffled off to raise funds for ’65 Roses Day’
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‘Wishing all our staff, students and their families a very safe, relaxing and
well-deserved Easter break’
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