"A graduate from CCCis recognised as a young person who possesses a strong moral purpose and holds the
courage of their convictions. Graduates will be equipped with the life skills to understand their own well-
being so that they can manage their emotional, mental, spiritual and physical needs.”

Parents Newsletter October 2022

Mobile Phone Review of Procedures

The College recently concluded a review of its Mobile Phone Policy. The College Acceptable Use
Policy states that: Pupils are only allowed to use personal internet-enabled devices during lessons
with expressed permission from teaching staff.

We recognise that smartphones have applications that may be useful in the teaching and learning
process.

When smartphones are used for learning:

e Guidelines on the use of smartphones are clarified at the start of the activity
e The phone should be kept face up and flat on the desk.
e Teachers monitor students’ activity on their phones by walking around the classroom

e Smartphones do not replace textbooks, dictionaries, or calculators— students should bring
their textbooks and calculators to class and not rely on their phones.

e When the learning activity ends students should be reminded to switch off their phones
and put them in their schoolbags.

e  When a teacher is absent work should be emailed or left in a box in the staff room rather
than posted to Teams for students to download.

e Teachers who plan to use Smart Phones as a device in their lessons should use the Class
Contract.

Guidelines for taking photographs in class
On occasion students may need to take a photo of their work in class.

e Photographs taken in class should be of artefacts and not of people

e Students should be instructed that there should no members of the school community
visible in a photo they are taking in class.

Junior Cycle Results 2022 (Update from the SEC)

The State Examination Commission has informed the College that this year’s Junior Cycle Results
will be published on Wednesday 23 November. Further details will follow closer to the time.




First Year Interfaith Celebration Service

On the 18t October all First Year Classes came together for our Interfaith Celebration service. We
celebrated that everyone has a spiritual aspect to their being, it is our faith that gives us drive,
ambition, fulfillment and values. A great number of students planned and took part in the service

either doing readings or bringing up gifts and posters.

The theme of this year’s celebration was respect. Respect is a value which connects all Faith
Groups. Before the service our Chaplain, Ms Grace Mullins, had the opportunity to meet with all
Year Groups to discuss why and how we respect others. They had a fun activity in class with
ketchup, discussing how once you disrespect someone it is imposssible to fully take it back.

The Chaplalincy Team had an Art Competition across the whole Year Group for posters to be
featured in the service booklet. The posters on respect were thoughtful, artistic, creative and very

colourful. Here are the top three posters:
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Rainbow Garden Service

On Friday 28 October at 9.30a.m. the Chaplaincy Team at
- the College hosted a Service of Remembrance for members
of our school community who lost loved ones over the last
@ ycar. We remembered our two former students Rebecca

| Kiely & Triona Priestley. Thank you to our Chaplain, Ms
Grace Mullins, and her team for orgainising this very special
event.

Digital Strategy Team Update

The Digital Strategy Team will continue with its review and is now
considering the benefits of students using other electronic devices
to support their learning at the College. We will continue to SCREEN TIME
encourage students to refrain from use of mobile phones on the ;
corridors and at lunchtime. We encourage parents to visit
Webwise.ie where they will find tips for parents who would like to
encourage healthy screentime habits in the home.

6 TOP TIPS FOR PARENTS
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#ThinkLanguages

Transition Year students in Castleknock
Community College along with Transition
Think Greater . .
Lifs Experiences Year Students right across the country will
Think Global pov e . . .
Work Opporturies participate in the #ThinkLanguages run by
inkLanguages
Languages Connect on Thursday November

17, Languages Connect aims to highlight the

Think Better . . .
honalcresendl personal, social, professional, and economic
Think Wider #ThinkLanguages

Circle of Friends benefits of language learning. Students taking

#ThinkLanguages

part in #ThinkLanguages are inspired to
think about the global work opportunities, as
well as the wider circle of friends and the
richer life experiences that foreign language skills can offer them. They are also encouraged to
appreciate diversity of languages spoken both globally and locally within their own school and
community.

On November 17, TY students will participate in a selection of the 26 workshops on offer and will
experience languages and cultures from across the globe. Everything from Spanish and Flamenco
Dancing, Portuguese and Capoeira, Chinese Art, Russian, Ballet and Irish Sign Language are on
offer to students on the day




Autism Awareness

This year, the College will continue to engage with
the Aslam’s Autism Friendly Schools Programme,
T f'; which aims to enact autism-friendly practices on a
school-wide level. A teachers committee has been

awareness formed and would like to engage with
ocept | undarstand | o & parents/guardians interested in supporting the
project.

Please contact Deputy Principal, Mairéad
O’Halloran for details: maireadohalloran@castleknockecc.ie

Politics & Society Events at CCC

The Leaving Cert Politics and Society students have enjoyed a very busy, productive and enjoyable
term. On the 7t of October, a number of students were invited to visit the Seanad for the opening
conference on the Constitutional Future of a
United Ireland. While there the students were
able to experience a vibrant debate from young
people, North & South, on the future of the
island of Treland. They were also able to meet
Senators  including Emer Currie and
Cathaoirleach Mark Daly.

On successive Fridays, 14™ and 21% of October,
the sixth-year politics students visited the
Houses of the Oireachtas where the education
officer Conor Reale organised an interesting and
rewarding workshop, a tour of Leinster House
and a question-and-answer session with Dublin
West TDs Paul Donnelly and Jack Chambers.
Councillor Ted Leddy was also available for
questions on both days. This is an invaluable experience for the students as they get to engage
directly in the parliamentary process and in doing so, covered many aspects of their course.

The college was also thrilled to have the Irish Ambassador to Slovenia, Mr Adrian Farrell, visit the
college on Tuesday 25™ of October. Mr Farrell delivered a tour de force presentation on the work
of Irish Diplomats and the Global Ireland Project which aims to promote and protect Irish interests
globally. Highlights of the event included a vibrant question and answer session where the role of
Ireland on the UN Security Council was explored. Ambassador Farrell gave so generously of his
time, and it was an extremely worthwhile experience for over one hundred Politics students to hear
first-hand the experiences of one of Ireland’s diplomatic corps.




Pop Up Shop October 2022

On October 20t TY students set up and ran a pop-up shop in the school gym. They invited First
and Second Year budding entrepreneurs to set up their stalls and gave them a few tips on how to
make profits. There was a great buzz on the day and a selection of wares from jewellery to
stationery and baked goods were on offer. Stall money of €230 was collected and donated to the
Irish Cancer Society. Prizes were given for the ‘best display’ and the ‘most innovative idea’. These
were presented at Assembly. Well done to all who showed a great spirit of enterprise.

Prize Winners:

e ‘Best Display’ went to Second Year students Shabhavi Naga and Nina Krawczewska from
Rang Cathach.

e ‘Most Innovative Idea’ went to First Year students Sophie Reid (Rang Harrington) and
Sophie Harding & Lara Sheridan (Rang Guerin).

Halloween — Pumpkin Competition

Well done to all of our very creative students here at CCC who entered the annual pumpkin carving
competition. This year, we had a ‘Spooktacular’ collection of pumpkins creating an autumnal
atmosphere in the corridors. Ms. Havel and Ms. Woolmington would like to thank all who entered
the competition and commend all entries for their skill and innovation.




Ava Song New Beginning,

Well done to Ava Song on being shortlisted in the Zurich Young Portrait Prize

2022. This is a very prestigious competition and we congratulate Ava on her
amazing self -portrait.




The Great Geography Bake Off.

The Geography Department hosted their annual Bake Off in October. First Year students were
invited to make a cake to represent a geographical feature from their course. Below are images of
the winning entries. Many thanks to Ms Fileen Kelly and the Geography Department for
organising this event.

e River Amazon- Rachel Mc Garry - Rang Corless
Volcano Skittle cake- Hannah Mc Carthy- Rang Buckley
Soil Layers- Bea O Brien- Rang Finucane

Layers of the Earth- Eoghan Nolan- Rang Binchy
Tsunami Wave -Clare Drummond- Rang Guerin




Parents Association Update

The College’s Parents Association hosted its AGM on Wednesday 12t October. The Association
paid tribute to the outgoing Chairperson, Liam O’Flannagain for his service and dedication over
the last three years. Liam steered the Association through the many

& challenges of Covid 19 and ensured that the Association remained
connected to the life of the College. The Association elected a new
S awve Chairperson, and we wish John Goodwin every success in his new
W role.
D 01179/ The Next meeting of the Parents Association will take place on

Monday 14™ November at 8.00p.m. in Room 10.

Board of Management Update

The College would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr Brian McCann for his six years’ service
to the Board of Management at Castleknock Community College. His service and commitment
were greatly valued by the Board.

At the AGM of the Parents Association Mr Myles Byrne was elected as the new Parents
Representative to the Board of Management and we wish him every success in his new role.

LCVP & L.CA Mock Interviews

Many thanks to the Parents Association and Ms Lorraine Hagerty for organising and facilitating
this year’s mock interviews for our LCVP and LCA students on Thursday 27t October. This was
the first time since the Covid Pandemic that we were in a position to host the mock interviews in
person and the feedback from the parents and students involved was very positive. We hope to
expand the programme to all Leaving Certificate students in the next academic year.

One Good School Initiative

Jigsaw’s One Good School is a comprehensive
o initiative which supports the mental health and

G 0 0 D oo 1 & wellbeing of young people and those around them
Az by developing a shared responsibility for mental

health ac a wonderful opportunity to embrace
mental health and wellbeing in our school and to

SCHOOL

Supporting 3 whole-school approach te mental health . . .
and wellleing in schoals be pioneers of a national movement that will

support healthier communities for generations to
come.




Year 2 aims to fully embed mental health and wellbeing across the whole school community. The
One Good School (OGS) team comprises representatives from the student body, school staff,
school leadership and parents/guardians. The initial task for the OGS Team involved conducting a
self-assessment where we captured the voices of all members of our school community. Students,
staff and parents/guardians participated in a short online survey. From the feedback gained from
the survey, a broad range of evidence-informed activities for school leadership, staff, young people
and parents/guardians will be offered as well as eLearning courses and webinars.

We are very excited about this initiative, and we look forward to working collaboratively to build
a strong school culture that values mental health and wellbeing. All events will be promoted in
school, on the school website and via social media platforms.

Thank you in advance for supporting One Good School.

You can learn more about OGS at https://jigsaw.ie/one-good-school.

CAO Talk for LC2 Parents

The Guidance Department will be hosting a CAO talk
for the parents of Sixth Years on Tuesday 8™ November

in the College. The evening presentations will focus on
c A 0 the CAO process, and we will be joined by a number of
guest speakers from the Third Level Sector. We look
www.cao.ie forward to seeing the parents of our LC2 students at
this event.
Health & Safety

The College has become increasingly concerned at the traffic situation outside the gates of the
College. In recent weeks there has been an increase in the number of cars parking illegally outside
the College, including along the Carpenterstown Road. There are also a number of cars making
three- point turns at the gates of the school and using the entrance at the back of the College as a
set down area. All these illegal actions are putting the lives of our students at risk and we are
appealing to all parents to be highly vigilant as the winter approaches.

Some Extracurricular Updates!

Soccer
e Senior boys into last 16 of Leinster Schools Cup
e Ul7s boys lost on penalties to Old Bawn
e UlS5sinto I round of Leinster SC and will play Maynooth on Nov 11t
e Istyears will play Athlone in cup after Mid Term



https://jigsaw.ie/one-good-school

e Ul7 Girls lost their first game 6 3 but our new star, Emily Pryyma, from FIRST year, scored
a hat trick!!!
o Istyeargirls beat Tullamore 6 0 with Emily scoring ALL 6 goals!!! They advance to the next
round
In other news, Tara O'Hanlon, 6™ year, represented Ireland at U19 level in Poland and this team has
qualified for the Euros 2023. Tara also plays Premier League soccer in Ireland, with Peamount
United. She plays left back and recently scored for her club against Wexford Youths. The future
looks bright for Tara.

Camogie
e The Junior team have advanced to the Dublin semi final
e Seniors have a good chance of qualifying for the final
e Minors will start after Christmas.

Basketball
e U 19 boys have qualified for the Dublin quarter final
e Ul6 boys have qualified for the Plate
o U109 girls have qualified for the Dublin quarter final, topping their group, with 4 from 4
wins!
e Istand 2" year boys and girls will start up after Mid Term

Cross Country
e 70 students travelled to the Phoenix Park in September and returned with lots of medals!!

Judo

e Fintan Dooley is travelling to Switzerland to represent Ireland.

Calendar

Monday 7*" November College reopens

Tuesday 8" November 4.15p.m. — 6.15p.m. LCl & LCAI Parent Teacher Meetings
Tuesday 8t November 7.30p.m. CAO Talk for LC2 Parents

Monday 14" November @ 8.00p.m. Parents Association Meeting

Tuesday 15" November 4.15p.m. - 6.15p.m. First Year Parent Teacher Meetings

Ranganna Binchy, Blackmore, Buckley
& Coreless.




Tuesday 22" November 4.15p.m. — 6.15p.m. First Year Parent Teacher Meetings
Ranganna Finucane, Guerin, Harrington

& Robinson
Friday 25 - Friday 2" December House Exams
Monday 4th December College Closed
Tuesday 5™ December JCT Training Day - No Classes
Tuesday 13* December Christmas Carol Service

Wednesday 215t December Term Ends




