
Riverwood Biodiversity Group

ĉ±ȉ±̃ȡ what you can do in your 

garden for wildlife
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www.riverwoodbiodiversity.ie

CCC Plant Sale 2025



There is very little space in my garden, we have an 
±ʬȺ±ƖȡĜƶƖ˲˱ Ɩƶ ǺȉƶbŴ±ƌˮ ʲƶɔ l"Ɩ |ƶ " ŴƶȺ˲
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· ƛǎ ///Φ hƭŘ муллǎ сέ ƳŀǇΥ ŦƛŜƭŘǎΣ ǘǊŜŜƭƛƴŜǎΦ  LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊǎ ƴƻǿ ƎƻƴŜΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƎŀǇǎΦ



ų±Ⱥ̃ȡ ȡȺ"ȉȺ ʞĜȺĊ lƶƖƖ±lȺĜƖô ɔǺ lƶȉȉĜ|ƶȉȡ íƶȉ 
pollinators
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Example of 
an Urban 
Wildlife 
Corridor:

An urban 
̂a±± ȈƶɔȺ±̃

If it can be 
done in 
Stoneybatter
˲

https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/communities-helping-our-endangered-pollinators/


ų±Ⱥ̃ȡ ȡȺ"ȉȺ "Ⱥ ȺĊ± ʘ±ȉʲ b±ôĜƖƖĜƖô˲˱

What is Pollination?

ÅMovement of pollen from one flower to the next

ÅPowder-like substance that forms seeds of plant

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwim9pDetNneAhWPKVAKHar5DIoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.quora.com/What-happens-to-pollen-when-an-insect-crawls-into-a-flower&psig=AOvVaw1nSf958SyipJ8mBfkonWXS&ust=1542474846173743


Some Pollinators in Ireland:
Hoverflies,  Bumblebees, Solitary bees, Wasps, Butterflies 

How to tell one from the other:

A Hoverfly (Heliophilus species)

180 Hoverfly species In Ireland

Bulging eyes, short antennae

20% under threat.
A bumblebee (Bombus lucorum)

21 Bumblebee species in Ireland

30% under threat.

A Solitary bee (Andrena cineraria)

77 Solitary bee species in Ireland

30% under threat

A wasp (Social wasp)

6 species in Ireland (not 

verified)

A butterfly (Orange tip)

33 species in Ireland



From flowers come fruit....

Cotton

Apple

Pumpkin

Strawberry

Ƞƶ ʞĊ"Ⱥ̃ȡ ȺĊ± 
big deal?

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjNn5bqgJziAhUvVBUIHS0ICsgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.soapsalon.net/product/apple-blossom-fragrance-oil/&psig=AOvVaw1oGHw0tq-uX25JzerCK3uH&ust=1557957155271845
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwizguKmgZziAhWFsXEKHa2DCrAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://theconversation.com/cotton-farmers-profit-from-simple-steps-to-help-pollinators-61246&psig=AOvVaw3-MVXzYGoR8BRNYOfxvZK6&ust=1557957284943083


Where are all our bees gone?

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwixkIPWjPvhAhXeURUIHZ1LDfgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://hocoba.com/common-weed-killer-linked-to-bee-deaths/&psig=AOvVaw1yqIJq6WyAZ_dE_Gi2VEEG&ust=1556826445725225


ʝ±̃ȉ± Ⱥƶƶ ȺĜ|ʲ˱ 
Need to leave some long grass .

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjGv-_kgZziAhXZRxUIHbrmCqkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://dlpng.com/png/1303323&psig=AOvVaw1YuHQabAZEtsUxJoKTz1r9&ust=1557957413663609


Too much Pesticides and Weed killers

ʝ±̃ȉ± ȡǺȉ"ʲĜƖô ±ʘ±ȉʲȺĊĜƖô.

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjjwO7rjPvhAhWSQhUIHTIuA70QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinclipart.com/pindetail/bhTwoJ_weed-killer-sprayer-clip-art-cliparts-weed-control/&psig=AOvVaw1yqIJq6WyAZ_dE_Gi2VEEG&ust=1556826445725225


What can we do???

Å Stop spraying!

Å{ƶƖ̃Ⱥ ƌƶʞˮ Ŵ±Ⱥ ĜȺ ôȉƶʞ˳

Å Grow perennial pollinator 

friendly flowers

Leave an uncut area.  Put 

a nice shape on it.
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Grow a small meadow in your garden

pollinators.ie/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Meadow-
Guideline-2023-WEB.pdf

https://pollinators.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Reduced-
Mowing-Infographic-WEB.pdf

Put a shape on it.



Some Pollinator friendly flowers per Season 

Crocus: Early Spring Primrose: Late Winter Early 

Spring

Aubretia: From Early 

Spring
Dandelion: Spring/Summer

Rosemary: Spring

Forget me Not: From Late 

Spring Clover: Summer

Lavender: Summer
Cosmos: Late Autumn

Gorse: 

Winter

Try to have a pollinator flower growing 
throughout the year.



Solitary Cavity Bee nesting habitat :

o Dead stems (e.g. raspberry, bamboo, bramble, 

reeds)

o Beetle-riddled tree trunks

o Cavities in stone walls

o Bee hotels

o Holes in Wood blocks

o 10cm depth/4 -8mm diameter

o At least 2m off ground

o South and East facing

Beetle eaten tree wood



https://pollinators.ie/gardens/
https://pollinators.ie/aipp -2021-2025/

IǳƎŜ ŀǊǊŀȅ ƻŦ DǳƛŘŜǎΦ 9ΦƎΧΦ



Pollinator sites 
mapped across the 
country. 

ų±Ⱥ̃ȡ "|| ƶɔȉȡ Ⱥƶ 
this map.

https://pollinators.biodiversityireland.ie/
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https://pollinators.biodiversityireland.ie/Account/Register

Record and map your actions

https://pollinators.ie/record -your-actions/ 
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Other than 

Riverwood, only 

3 recorded 

pollinator sites in 

Carpenterstown

ų±Ⱥ̃ȡ lĊ"Ɩô± ȺĊĜȡ˳

X is CCC
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Bat (Íaltóg)

Badger (An 

Broc)

Fox (Sionnach or Madra 

Rua)

Hedgehog (An 
Gráinneog)

What about 
these??

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjOsJ2G7_rZAhUSesAKHXCfBBoQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/animals/stories/22-things-you-didnt-know-about-hedgehogs&psig=AOvVaw0SOStuxhy1KDQRlFaEEzpl&ust=1521634138551703
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f_WW83XPQxg
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj2hvW18vrZAhVkDcAKHaAeBuEQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://www.mammals-in-ireland.ie/species/fox&psig=AOvVaw1gqKEa5Zd-IrS9WstaqU2w&ust=1521635045183557
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi-l77r8_rZAhUFAsAKHSrfAZEQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://www.mammals-in-ireland.ie/species/leislers-bat&psig=AOvVaw0Tzu22WvFncBqIv6q62JaB&ust=1521635425081145


Or these?
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Collared dove (Fearán 

baicdhubh)

Goldfinch (Greadóg 

órga)

Frog (frog)

Common lizard (laghairt 

coitianta)

https://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjy9Nr7nPvZAhVZF8AKHZQKAHQQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://pixabay.com/en/the-frog-nature-animal-amphibian-2516809/&psig=AOvVaw3y94CTyEc7bp3o7erSYIyq&ust=1521646464530397


In winter make piles with leaves, cut 

branches 

Hedgehogs
Why do we want them? 

They eat slugs and snails

Leaf piles

Compost piles

Gaps under fences
SAFE SLUG PELLETS ONLY E.G. 
SLUGGO

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiB-u6EqoLhAhXhrnEKHWB_BwMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.wildlifeonline.me.uk/animals/article/european-hedgehog-nests&psig=AOvVaw0_vr1YDBp0KfbgaqhZ-p_E&ust=1552676816471354
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwje7aXCqILhAhWVRxUIHQ__ASsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/mythbusters/&psig=AOvVaw0JUBufKFSrSmn50Ef0gnTz&ust=1552676405649029
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/oct/17/prickly-business-hedgehog-highway-knits-a-village-together-kirtlington-oxfordshire-aoe
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10 species of bat in Ireland, 9 in Dublin.

ÅThey are not related to rats !

ÅThey do not fly into your hair!

ÅIrish bats only eat insects!

ÅOne tiny bat eats 3000 midges in one 
night!

ÅThey are mammals like us!

They are very vulnerable to loss; they rear 
all their young in one single roost .

Highly protected under European law



Bats: Why do we want them? One can eat 3000 insects a night including mosquitos and 

midges
How to attract bats to your garden:
Å Insect prey: long grass, water, pollinator flowers, night scented flowers
Å Moths at night: night scented flowers
Å Pond
Å Linear features: treelines/hedgerow to help navigate
Å Low lights.  Bright yard lights deter bats.

Some night scented flowers:

Jasmine

Evening primroseHoneysuckle

Pale flowers attract 

insects at dusk e.g. 

Holly



Type of compost:
Why:

Or

Sundew and sphagnum moss in bog 

pool
Bog pools

Sphagnum moss 

hummock

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjRyueR4prhAhVDTxUIHVGaBswQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-news/this-entire-area-could-die-bord-na-m%C3%B3na-workers-react-to-job-losses-1.3674563&psig=AOvVaw1V1yitf0Rlasrh5xTAyTcT&ust=1553516511819051
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjKqqH83JrhAhX8XRUIHec4A_sQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://raisedbogs.ie/life-on-derrinea-bog/&psig=AOvVaw1VfRceldgD0N0cbQycv6kH&ust=1553515053564996

