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Essential support in our short
journey so far
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What is Riverwood Biodiversity Group?

Registered Fingal Public Participation
Network Group
(FPPN)

Established 2023

We are a group of Riverwood
Residents committed to helping
nature in Riverwood through small
acts which have a bigger impact, by
leading by example and leaving a
legacy for the next generation
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| your name, age, school, and

short description to:
riverwoodbiodiversitygrp@gmail.com

ANebsite
AProduced
resources
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 www.riverwoodbiodiversity.ie
= riverwoodbiodiversitygrp@gmail.com
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Bee on Cowslips in local garden

AR codes

: Anstagramacc.

RBG s delighted to announce its inaugural Biodiversity Week photography competition for students of St Patrick's N.S, Diswellstown: Scoil Choilm

AB account

Nebsite: www.riverwoodbiodiversity.ie

cmail: riverwoodbiodiversitygrp@gmail.com
0 @riverwoodbiodiversity

@ riverwoodbiodiversity

RIVERWOOD
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RESOURCES

BIODIVERSITY TiPS
o Biodiversity Tips by Month (PDF, TMB)

PLANTING AND GARDEN DESIGN IDEAS
¢ Vildlife Gardening presentation (PDF, 16MB)
* Pond or Bog Garden simple designs (PDF, 1MB)

* Wildlife friendly flowers suited to planters (PDF, 1MB)

* Wildlife friendly bulbs per season (PDF, 1MB) (Qaalles!

¢ Pollinator Friendly Plants per Season (PDF, 2MB) (QuSTlIE

¢ Wildlife friendly plants for a shaded area (PDF, 1MB) (QLlulEs!

* (Create a coastal or rockery themed wildlife garden (PDF, 1MB)
* Create a simple wildlife friendly rockery (PDF, 830kb) (QRsllAz!|

¢ How to grow a meadow area in your garden (PDF, 880kb) (EIQGINS!

* Low to medium height native Irish hedgerow trees (PDF, 560kb) (QuZlszy]

* Pollinator friendly flowers suited to planting around the base of street trees (PDF, 2MB)
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Raisedssues with local
politicians

Winter Evening
Talks with Guest
Speakers

Bat walks and
talks



Met our neighbours and likeminded
residents




Produced Habitat Map of

Riverwood

Showed
what we had

o and what we

8 cors. lacked

(' Copse of Trees

Feature 1
@ Legend
£ Mature Private Tree ] Revealed
§ () Potential wildife gardens { gaps

() Public Green Space

£ Public space bush .

@ RBG Polinator Garden | Ident'fled
priorities
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Mini Native Woodland
Riverwood Copse
behind Tennis Court

Combhairle Contae
Fhine Gall

Fingal County
Council



Pollinator Patch at Actions for
Riverwood Glebe

hedgehogs

Adedgehog
hibernaculum
AGaps in fences
Aoles in
compost bins

Comhairle Contae
Fhine Gall E .

Fingal County
Council —



Registered with All Ireland
Pollinator Plan and mapped our

D. Provide nesting habitats

E. Reduce pesticide use

Site Details

1 H Site Name Riverwood Lawn
pollinator actions '
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oob g bQ Cnef Type Gardens
Z, .
-~ () R/ O
g, S x ® ( B.Reduce mowing Areamown every 6 weeks to allow Clover to bloom (m2) - 40
( Q0 8 2 . -
N = . Insecticide use eliminated
b{“ 006 33 [ ™ g3 Reduce pesticide use - .
K\ verwo® 5 Herbicide use eliminated
" ¢ =) R g
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oob v<b Riverwood Rd
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0 c [« Q
o 9 v [ -,
r 76 2 2 <
Q (A ®
Q‘\é\ - CS'Ite Name Wiverwood Copse (Back garden)
N
& %, Gl O e " pgte /12024
(Y o
0, % &,’3’ y & Type Gardens
0
/0% Area 62m2
.\&\D‘, Riverwood Ga!dens 3 Length of existing flowering hedgerow protected (m) - 8
NG c . . Area of existing earth banks or bare soil protected (m2) - 12
K(\ @ A Protect existing pollinator -
‘(q, Py g‘ habitats Length of existing dry stone walls protected (m) -0
{3 v Other pollinator friendly habitats protected - Apple Trees, Blackberry bushes, pear tree, roses general
‘\Q LUtUG“S[OWn v herbs, seasonal veg
O A [
(\\Q'\ % ; Wa((‘b Areawhere Dandelions are allowed to bloom- first grass cut delayed till mid-April (m2) - 0
Fef c ® B. Reduce mowing Area mown every 6 weeks to allow Clover to bloom (m2) -0
S Area managed as long-flowering meadow-1 grass cut & lift/vear (m2) -0
O Luttrel\stOk
= 2

Area of earth bank or bare soil created for mining bees (m2) -0
Plant stems left standing (type) - Apple trees, confury

Number of holes drilled in wood - 40

Number of bee hotels installed - 1

Length of fencing replaced with flowering hedgerows (m) -0

Insecticide use eliminated

Herbicide use eliminated
i1y



Exhibition Area Mock-up:

Batboxon Nettle PN bird boxon
railing/fence : ;Z'r"d"j{’fsnce

fordemo.
12 _ Backwall or fence

Compost
bin/hibernation

box
Bog TR |- . Small
garden o 180 _ ) S~insect
~ AR hotels
rocks
Sloped
bank of soil

Log

pile/hibernaculum Pollinator Early flowering
frlendly bulbs

perennials

Started with a paper plan

Comhairle Contae
Fhine Gall

Fingal County
Council
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Wildlife Gardening Exhibition
Area
Riverwood Copse

FCC gave us soil. Why a slope?
Solitary bees nest in sloped soil 11



Made
solitary
bee
nesting
blocks
acc. To
best
pactice
guidance

Frank planting %
flower

Added rocks. Why?
MBasking rocks for
butterflies
Anvertebrates &
amphibians hibernate
under rocks

hedgehog i
hibernaculum




Making our hedgehog
hibernaculum

Made more signs =



Residents
moved in!
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Residents
moved in!

How it looks May 2025; work in progress
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Signs made

Local schools
will conduct
vegetation
surveys here

FCC agreed
to stop

mowing this
strip. After 1

week we had

important
pollinator
wildflowers

+SNHS wA 3SNY

Pyramidal
orchid in
this verge
in 2024.
Will it

Comhairle Contae
Fhine Gall i
Fingal County *
Councll

Cowslips
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Wildlife Corridor for terrestrial mammals
e.g. Hedgehog, shrew

FCC agreed to plantvergreenlow growing
wildlife friendly lines of bushes along walls
androads for wildlife corridor

RBG surveys: decline
In hedgehogs in
estate

Need connectivity

No slug pellets
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Under pressure from
Greater White
toothed shrew

Loss of habitat

16



3-Tier Planters

Where no open space or green
margins

To increase wildlife corridor
connectivity

Pollinator friendlybulbs;
Important to plant those that
flower Jan/Feb for queen
bumble bees emerging early
from winter hibernation. See
belwow

\ \2’)&& ,.“. !
Crocus

Muscari
17

snowdrop
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Let it be and they will
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have seen in

Riverwoodthis Winter g=

and Spring

Nesting blue tit
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National Biodiversity Week 2025
May 16-25

Biodiversity Photography
Competition for Students
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Bee on Cowslips in local garden

Photos can be of wildlife or
wildflowers found in Prize: €100 voucher to

Blanchardstown shopping centre

Sgonsored by Blanchardstown Shoppng Centre Management

Riverwood Estate

Submission Deadline: May 16

RIVERWOOD ) EE
BIODIVERSITY

group O] Submit up to 3 photos with your
Seethe Biodiversity Week name, age, school, and
ee the Biodiversity Weel .
section on our website for full short description to:
details and resources. riverwoodbiodiversityarp@amail.com
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RI\-’FR\-\'OOD}
BIODIVERSITY it frverwoadbindhessity. o (
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Biodiversity Week 2025
Bat Walk and Talk

Thursday, May 22" at the
large public park at Riverwood
Way/Luttrellstown Park View

9.15pm to 10.15pm

Families welcome but no dogs, sorry!

‘Listen’ to some of our 9
Dublin bat species echolocating
with our bat detector equipment.
Watch their aerial displays in
search of insect prey.

Wear suitable clothing!

Our Irish bats are tiny, don’t suck your blood or
fly into your hair and are amazing pest controllers!

o
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COMMUNITIES,
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cCGreen Fest :
oo'%w\-sday 15th M, ; Yy

3-5pm

Are you an environmental group looking to showcase you
work?

Join us at this event and connect with like-minded individuals and groups workin
towards a sustainable future!

* Promote your group and share your initiatives

Local school
¢ Connect with other environmental groups . 0
+ Inspire the community to embrace sustainable practices m O n | to r | n g
vegetation in No
Mow grass verge

To register your group contact
Leah.Walshe@Fingal.ie

Environment and
Climate Action .y

Participate in Dublin 15
Environmental Group
showcase event

Comhaitle Contae i
Fhine Gall ﬂ Image
Fingal County >

Councll 20



Swift nest boxes on local
school

Red listed species

ANests in recesses in old
buildings

ANest faithful

MMigrate from Africa to
breed here

A oss of nesting locations

21



Backyard Biodiversity
20 most common garden

]
Backyard Biodiversity s @

Data Centre
Are you new to biological recording and interested in finding out what species are in your backyard or garden?

A Hertage Coured Programme.

are 20 ¢
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ID Tip: Large powerful butterfly, with four
distinctive eye spots visible when perched.

Confusion species: No other Irish species has a similar pattern

Small Tortoiseshell

ID Tip: Bright colourful butterfly, generally appearing reddish-
orange but with a distinctive blue fringe to its upper wings.

Confusion Species: No other Irish species has
aband of blue dots on its outer wings.

Red Admiral 8

ID Tip: Red Admiral is a large butterfly with broad
red and white bands on the upperside of wingsin
contrast with dark interior of wings and body.

Confusion species: Painted Lady has a similar white
banded wing tip, but is orange in colour, compared
to the dark brown of the Red Admiral.

T s ; Hawthorn Shieldbug

1D Tip: Its overall appearance is green with red speckles and
distinctive red-tipped points on shoulders. The triangular

area on the back between the shoulders is entirely green
and the shoulders are red-tipped. There is a red shaen
towards the back of the bug where the wings overlap.

Confusion Species: Birch Shieldbug is smaller,
with rounded rather than pointed shoulders.

Green Shieldbug B

ID Tip: All green except for a distinctive darker patch
where the wing membranes overlap at the back of
the bug. The body is shield-shaped, not round.

Confusion Species: There are a few other species of shieldbug
that are green, but the others have some red markings.

Citizen Science
Surveys

Bumblebee
survey
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e.g.

Heuchera, Sage, Lemon balm,
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