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What 
learning looks 
like in Junior 
Cycle.

Active & Engaging

Collaborative

Promotes Critical Thinking

Respectful 

Inclusive and Accepting

Holistic



What is the 
purpose of 

education in 
Junior Cycle

Help students become better learners 
and develop a love of learning.

Provide a solid foundation for further 
study.

To develop skills for learning and life.

To support learning through improved 
reporting to both students and parents.



Key Skills

8





Why is Wellbeing Important?





Wellbeing in CCC

SPHE CSPE PE

Digital Media 
Literacy

Wired for 
Wellbeing

Weekly reflections 
on Wellbeing 

Indicators in the 
school journal.



Classroom-
Based 

Assessments 
(CBAs)

• Students will complete two CBAs: 1 in Second 
Year and 1 in Third Year.

• This Cohort will do one CBA in the majority of 
subjects except DMT, Home Ec & Art.

• Provide opportunities to demonstrate 
understanding & skills in a way which would 
not be possible in a formal examination.

• Broad range of activities including oral 
presentations, written work of different types, 
practical or designing and making activities, 
artistic performances, scientific experiments, 
projects.



What is the purpose of CBAs?

Assessment in 
support of learning 

Assessment focused 
on offering effective 

feedback 

Greater variety of 
assessment activity - 
“fit for purpose” and 
relevant to students 

Teachers talking to 
teachers about 

assessment.

Building capacity, 
knowledge and 
confidence in 
assessment.



The Assessment Journey



Levels of achievement in CBAs

• Exceptional= Very high standard, strengths of 
the work far outstrip its flaws, which are minor 

• Above expectations= Of a high standard, some 
aspect of the work in need of further attention..

• In line with expectations= A good understanding 
of the issue, some areas needing further 
attention

• Yet to meet expectations= Falls someway short, 
fundamental shortcomings that need to be 
addressed



Student Choice on Presentation

WRITTEN FORM DIGITAL FORM VISUAL FORM AUDIO FORM



Second Year CBAs



Second Year CBAs



Second Year CBAs



Class Based 
Assessmen 

CBA English
 

Oral Communication

– Performance

– Presentation

– Interview

– Response to stimulus material

• (visual, written text, aural text etc)



Format & Student Preparation 

Format
Individual or Group Communication or Presentation

Student Preparation
During a period of three weeks, with support & guidance 
by the teacher.



Features of 
Quality for Oral 
Communication

• Exceptional

• Above Expectations

• In line with expectations

• Yet to meet expectations



Above 
Expectations

• The student’s communication is 
clear and convincing, and 
material has been very well 
chosen

• Communication is fully shaped 
to its intended  purpose.

• Engagement with the audience 
is highly effective.



Wellbeing 
CBAs

PE

SPHE

CSPE

Captured on House Exam Reports.



September-Mid Term

(Term 1)

November-Christmas

(Term 1)

January-February Mid-Term Break 

(Term 2)

February-Easter Break

(Term 2)

Easter-Summer

(Term 3)

27th Aug.-24th Oct. 

2025

3rd Nov.- 19th Dec. 2025 5th Jan. - 13th Feb. 2026 23rd Feb. – 27th Mar. 2026 13th April-29th May 2026

No CBAs scheduled 

as per NCCA 

guidelines.

*Geography:

CBA 1: 3rd Nov.-21st Nov.

*CSPE CBA:

3rd Nov. -21st Nov.

*Home Economics: 

CBA 1: window opens

(10 weeks)

10th Nov. – 30th Jan.

*History:

 CBA 1: 24th Nov. – 12th Dec.

*DMT

CBA 1: 2nd Dec.-20th Dec.

*Visual Art:

 CBA 1: window opens 

(4 month period)

5th Jan. – 27th March

*Religious Education:

CBA 1: 5th Jan.-23rd Jan.

*MFL: 

CBA 1: 12th Jan.-30th Jan.

*Home Economics:

CBA 1 deadline (30th Jan.)

*Science:

 CBA 1: 26th Jan.-13th Feb.

*PE:

CBA 1: 26th Jan.- 13th March (6 weeks)

*Maths: 

CBA 1 23rd Feb.-13th March

*SPHE CBA:

2nd March -20th March 

*English:

 CBA 1: 5th March- 27th March

*Visual Art:

 CBA 1 deadline 

(27th March)

No CBAs scheduled in 

Term 3 to facilitate Summer 

Exams. 



SLAR - SUBJECT LEARNING &
 ASSESSMENT REVIEW MEETINGS

Teachers attend two 
SLAR meetings after 

CBAs.

Meetings: Two hours in 
length

Purpose: to develop 
a shared 

understanding of 
national standards 
by using the four 
grade descriptors

https://www.curriculumonline.ie/JUNIOR-CYCLE/JUNIOR-CYCLE-SUBJECTS/ENGLISH-(1)/ASSESSMENT-AND-REPORTING/SUBJECT-LEARNING-AND-ASSESSMENT-REVIEW-TCA


The Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement 
(JCPA)

Reports on:

All CBAs completed in 
Second Year.

State Examination Grades

Other Areas of Learning

Other Areas of Wellbeing



Descriptors

State Examination

Distinction          +85
Higher Merit        70-84%
Merit         55-69%
Achieved         40-54%
Yet to be achieved    20-39%
Not Graded <19%

Classroom-Based 
Assessments

Exceptional
Above expectations
In line with expectations
Yet to meet expectations

• The way in which students are graded has also changed.
• Instead of A, B, C, D, E, F and NG,  the descriptors listed 

below  will now be used







Bí Cineálta 

What is Bí Cineálta?
Our whole-school Anti-Bullying Policy, rooted in kindness, 
respect and inclusion.

Aims:

• Prevent bullying behaviour through awareness, 
education & positive culture.

• Support students to report concerns confidently.

• Ensure clear, consistent procedures for staff, 
parents & students.

How Parents Can Help:

• Talk openly with your young person about respect 
and online safety.

• Encourage them to tell a trusted adult if 
something worries them.

• Stay in touch with the College if concerns arise.



Bí Cineálta 

How students can help (our Upstander Pledge):

Notice unkind behaviour

Name it

Nix it (don’t share/like)

Notify an adult

Nurture the person targeted.







Standards  & Engagement 

in Second Year

Punctuality

Attendance

Uniform

Homework

Behaviour

Ms Teams Noticeboard

Get involved…



New Swipe Terminals & RIFD Swipe 

Cards

Swipe Card terminals have been updated. 

Location of new terminals: 4 at Student 

Entrance, 1 at Main Office, 2 at Canteen, 1 in 

New ‘A’ Building.

Essential that students swipe in and have their 

swipe cards with them at all times.

 



Attendance & Punctuality 

Students must swipe-in before 8.45a.m. in the morning and 

1.15p.m. in the afternoon

 Any student who swipes in after this time or who fails to swipe is 

considered late

Students who are late more than twice in a week are put on Lates 

Detention

Lates Detention is held on Wednesday afternoons from 12.30p.m. 

to 1.30p.m.

Lates Detention is held in Room 9.



VSWare App -

Push Notifications

We have launched a new VS Ware Push Notification system this year. 

This system will send notifications via the VSWare App to 

parents/guardians to alert them to any unexplained school absences. 

There alerts will be issued after the first class in the morning and 

afternoon (with the exemption of Wednesday when only a morning 

alert will be issued). 

Parents/guardians will be able to provide notes for these absences and 

for future absences via the VSWare App.



VS Ware Support

Parent App - Everything you need to know

Everything you need to know about the VSware Parent App

support.vsware.ie

Parent App - Submit an Absence Request

How to submit a past or future absence request to your school as a 
parent

support.vsware.ie

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsupport.vsware.ie%2Fen%2Fparent-app-overview&data=05%7C01%7Cjohncronin%40castleknockcc.ie%7C69efc3e4f9fc4d119cdf08dbad5bb676%7C3ed6c8f54c1644ad9eed60f851834a84%7C1%7C0%7C638294381647822359%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C7000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PvS80p6CMIgElFmSBHIaC5TfDADjpnW3MGH%2BFMjqloU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsupport.vsware.ie%2Fen%2Fsubmit-an-absence-request&data=05%7C01%7Cjohncronin%40castleknockcc.ie%7C69efc3e4f9fc4d119cdf08dbad5bb676%7C3ed6c8f54c1644ad9eed60f851834a84%7C1%7C0%7C638294381647822359%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C7000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CEtVYxLOYPEgEm1fn6nSBs1nBsK94XSSfPdVyJh%2Fk3o%3D&reserved=0


Key Date October – December 

Oide Planning Day   Monday 13th October (No classes for students)

School Musical “Grease”   Monday 20th – Thursday 23rd October

Mid-term break   Monday 27th to Friday 31st October 

Oide Planning Day (Child Protection) Friday 14th November (No classes for students)

College Closed   Monday 1st December

Last day of term   Friday 19th December.



Third Year Milestones 2026 

• College Reopens Monday 5th January

• Oide Planning Day Tuesday 20th January - No Classes

• Bank Holiday Monday 2nd February

• Mid Term Monday 16th to Friday 20th February (incl.)

• College Closed Monday 16th & 17th March 

• Easter Break: Monday 30th - Friday 10th April (incl.)

• Term Ends Friday 29th May 2026
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