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Applicant's Responsibility

Research, Research, Research!!!

Open Days 

Complete Interest Tests/LC2 subjects 

Guidance Appointments

www.qualifax.ie

www.careersportal.ie

Be familiar with how to make an application

PLCs (Post Leaving Cert) - Separate application

http://www.qualifax.ie/
http://www.careersportal.ie/


Open Days

 14th &15th November - DCU

 15th November - Marino Institute of 

Education

 19th November - NCI

 26th November -NCAD 

 28th & 29th November - Maynooth

 29th November -Trinity College

 6th December - TU Dublin 

Grangegorman Campus



National Framework of Qualifications

 Students can apply for 3 levels of award 
on their CAO application

Level 8 Honours Degree 

Level 7 Ordinary Degree

Level 6 Higher Certificate

Opportunity to apply for 20 courses

Ten level 8 choices

Ten level 6 & 7 choices

❖ PLCs are level 5 – Not on CAO application





Course Entry Requirements

 Minimum entry requirements (College Specific)

NUIs (Maynooth, UCD, NUI Galway, UCC, NCAD, RCSI) *Irish/3rd language 

exemption

2H5 & 4 H7/O6

Pass at HL or OL in English, Irish Maths and a 3rd language

 Specific Entry Requirements (Course Specific)

Primary Teaching - H4 Irish/ English & Maths 04/H7

Human Nutrition & Dietetics (TUD) - H4 Chemistry

Computer Science (TCD)- H4 Maths



The Disability Access Route to Education (DARE) is a 

college and university admissions scheme which offers 

places on a reduced points basis to school leavers with 

disabilities/learning difficulties/ongoing illness.

The Higher Education Access Route (HEAR) is a college and 

university admissions scheme which offers places at 

reduced points to school leavers from socio-economically 

disadvantaged backgrounds.

www.accesscollege.ie



Hear Scheme 

HEAR scheme is a college admissions scheme for students from socio economically 
disadvantaged backgrounds. It offers reduced points places & extra supports in college.

Six Indicators

• Income falls below a certain limit
• Medical/GP Visit card
• Means tested Social Welfare
• Socio Economic group under - represented in higher education
• Attend a DEIS School
• Area Profile
• There is a priority scoring system, most disadvantaged are ranked higher 

for offered (New in 2026)

This is separate to a SUSI grant and you can apply for both
You can also apply for both HEAR & DARE if eligible.



SUSI Grant 

 Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) is Ireland's national awarding 

authority for all further and higher education grants.

 SUSI offers funding to eligible students.

Online www.susi.ie 

 https://susi.ie/eligibility-reckoner-app-irish/index.html

Opens in April 2026 - assessed on total gross household income for 

2025.

http://www.susi.ie/
https://susi.ie/eligibility-reckoner-app-irish/index.html


  Central Applications Office (CAO)
 Is the organisation responsible for overseeing most undergraduate applications in the 

Republic of Ireland. The primary mission of the Central Applications Office is to centrally 

process applications in a fair and efficient manner.

 Apply online – Online facility opened on 5th November

 20th January    €35  (5 pm)

 1st February    €50   (5 pm)  *5th February -1st March amend courses (€10 fee)

 1st May        €65   (5 pm) Late online application closing date (Restrictions apply)  

 Change of mind: 5th May – 1st July (free of charge)   

 Restricted courses to be included by February 1st

Clearly identified in the handbook e.g. Drama, Music, Medicine, Art



 www.cao.ie Click apply ( PDF of CAO Booklet online)

 Personal Information, pay and create an account/password.

 CAO number/password/log in

 Qualifications and Assessment – LC 2026

 Course Choices

 HEAR/DARE – Tick a box if you wish to be considered for either

 Reminder re NUI Irish/3rd Language exemption – additional form to be completed 

 SUSI grant  – You may indicate that you will be applying, CAO will then provide your details 

to SUSI. CAO plays no role in processing  applications.

Making an Application       

http://www.cao.ie/






              List your courses in genuine order of  preference

 2 course lists  allowing 10 choices in each

Level 8

Level 6/7

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Dream Courses

Realistic Courses

Safety Net Courses



After Making an Application
 Receive confirmation 

of your application

 Some students may 

be called for extra 

assessments/interview

 Change of Mind 

facility becomes 

available 5th May -1st 

July 2026

 Statement of Application 

Record emailed before 

end of May-Inform CAO if 

you don’t get this

 Leaving Certificate results are sent to 

CAO

 Places are allocated and offered 

online

 Students accept, reject or defer 

offered places (You can only move up 

on the list)

 You may be offered 2 places, one from 

level 8 and 1 from level 6/7

 Further rounds of offers are made until 

all course places are filled



Allocation of Places







                        Important Dates 2026
 20th January - Apply by this date to avail of the discounted fee of €35

 1st February - Normal closing date for applications (€50)

 Change of Mind - 6h February (12:00 noon) to 1st March (17:15) €10 Fee

 5th March -1st May - Late applications (€65)

 1st March - Deadline for online application HEAR/DARE - On CAO Application

 10th March - Deadline for submission of HEAR/DARE documentation  to 
arrive in CAO   

 5th May - Change of Mind facility opens (Free of charge)

 Before End May - Statement of Record sent to all applicants 

 Contact CAO if you don't receive it & Student must check all details carefully

 1st July - Change of Mind facility closes

 August 2026 - Leaving Cert Results     

 Round 1 - 5 Offers issued up until early October



               Points to Note

 List your choices in order of preference and not points

 Use personal email

 Don’t try predict what the points are going to be for a course

 Attend Open Days

Consider level 6/7 & PLCs – remember the Framework of Qualifications

Continue meeting with Guidance Counsellor/liaise through 
email/teams

 Don’t base your choice on one college, it may not have the exact 
course you are looking for. Think of all the options!

 Research the course details/entry requirements

 Don’t panic!! The change of mind facility is available!



Thank You

eileencrowley@castleknockcc.ie

clairesayers@castleknockcc.ie 

gearoidoriada@castleknockcc.ie 

mailto:eileencrowley@castleknockcc.ie
mailto:clairesayers@castleknockcc.ie
mailto:gearoidoriada@castleknockcc.ie
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