Information Evening
Parents of First Years
2026-2027

Monday 12" January2026




College Mission
Statement

OlIn servingthe needsof our community
we, the pupils, parentsandstaff,in all our
endeavouraspiretowards excellencan a

caringandsupportiveenvironment

By growing and developing through
co-operationthis will enableall to realise

their full potential.



A graduate from
CCC is recognised as
é .

O 0 Agraduate from CCC is
recognisedas a young man
or woman who possesses
strong moral purpose and
e courage of their
convictions. Graduateswill

be/equipped with the life
ills to understand their
own well-being so that
they can manage their
emotional, mental, spiritual
and physical needso
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Core Values

O Courtesy
O Respect

O Responsibility




Parent Survey Questions

Classroom Organisation and Daily Routine
Transition to Secondary School and Wellbeing
Learning Support and Additional Educational Needs
Entrance Assessment

Subject Choices and Curriculum

Languages

Lunch, Breaks and Supervision

Phones and Technology

SN0 =~ W D -

Clubs, Sport and Extracurricular Activities

10.Practical Information



- Supporting the Transition
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First Year
Care Team

8 Tutors for 8 Tutor Groups

Assistant Year Head
(Ms Aisling Boyle)

Year Head
(Ms Claire Sayers)



Support Structures

Chaplain

Language & Learning
Support

Guidance Counsellors




Settling In

Coping with change

Longer day & Different
rooms

riendships




Weekly Timetable

Class Times Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday | Friday
8.52a.,m.9.00 a.m. | Tutorial Tutorial Tutorial Tutorial Tutorial
9.00a.m: 9.40a.m. | Period 1 Period 1 Period 1 Period 1 Period 1
9.40a.m: 10.20a.m. | Period 2 Period 2 Period 2 Period 2 Period 2
10.20a.m.11.00a.m. | Period 3 Period 3 Period 3 Period 3 Period 3
11.00a.m.11.40a.m. | Period 4 Period 4 Period 4 Period 4 Period 4
11.40a.m.12.20p.m. | Period 5 Period 5 Period 5 Period 5 Period 5
Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch
1.20p.m- 2.00pm. | Period 6 Period 6 Period 6 Period 6
2.00p.m- 2.40p.m. | Period 7 Period 7 Period 7 Period 7
2.40p.m-3.20pm. | Period 8 Period 8 Period 8 Period 8
3.20p.m-4.00p.m. | Period 9 Period 9 Period 9 Period 9

\\




Making the Transition Easier

%  Establish simple routines early

Label everything

Practice organisation skills

Talk through the day

H B 0 B

Encourage independence while staying connected




Attending
to the
Basics
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Good Punctuality
(Swipe in at 8.45a.m.
and 1.15p.m.)

Full Attendance

Full Uniform including
school tracksuit, jacket
and black shoes



School
Uniform &
Footwear

Uniform: Grants of
Manor Street &
Coolmine

Junior School Jacket
should be worn. Non -
school jackets are not
allowed

Appropriate
footwear and full -
length socks

No jewellery permitted
due to health and
safety




Lunchtime arrangements
O Lunchtime from 12.20p.m. & 1.20p.m.
O Students may go home for lunch (Sign Journal)

O Students staying in for lunch have access to
Canteen Facilities:

O Hot food
O Contactless Payments
O Vegetarian option

O Students staying in for lunch can access
lunchtime activities

O All students must swipe in after lunch



Extra-Curricular Timetable 2025/26

Extra-Curricular timetable 2025/26

Activity Date/Time Location Teacher
U/16 and u/19 Girls' | Thursday 4.15pm New Sports Hall Ms Redmond and Ms
basketball Daly
U16/19 Boys Monday 4.15 New Sports Hall Mr. Gerve and Mr.
Basketball Bridgeman
Ms Rice and Ms Daly
Athletics
1%t and 2™ Yr Boys Thursday 4.15 New Sports Hall Ms Cotter
Basketball After Christmas
1%t and 2™ yr Wed 12.30-1.30, Mid | New Sports Hall Ms Cotter
Boys/Girls Basketball | October
trials
Gentle Hatha Yoga Thursdays 12.30-1 Upstairs in new Ms Adams

sports hall

1%t and 2" Year Girls

Wednesday 12:30

New Sports Hall

Mr Bridgeman

basketball After Christmas
Orchestra Wednesday or Rm 44 Ms Gredley
Thursday after

school.




Extra-Curricular Timetable 2025/26

Seomra na Gaeilge Thursday Lunchtime | RM 36 Mr. McLaughlin
Badminton Friday Lunchtime New sports hall Mr. Walsh, Mr.
Mclaughin

D&D Club Fridays at lunchtime | Rm 35 Ms. Traynor

(Dungeons and

Dragons Club)

Creative Writing Thursday Library Mr. Madden
Lunchtime 12.30

Art Club Monday Lunchtime Rm 47 Ms. Woolminton
12.30

Animation Tuesday Lunchtime Rm 47 Ms. Woolminton
12.30

2" year Boys TBA Mr. Sutton

Football and Hurling

Senior Hurling and TBA Mr. O’Riada and Mr.

Football

Tobin

Available on College website




The Mentoring
Programme

A Senior Students
from LC1.

A Meet First Year
Students in June.

-~ N

R S .
‘ A Leadership and
\

~

peer mentoring.

A Care of First Year
Students & help
with settling in.

A Regular contact:
tutorial time &
extra -curricular.



Support Structures

Ms Grace Mullins

The Role of the
Chaplain




CHAPLAINCY

AT CASTLEKNOCK
COMMUNITY COLLEGE
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CHAPLAINCY

Care
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— One to one

— Friendship days

Interfaith Welcome Service_|

—Remembrance service

Christmas Carol Service —

—Chaplaincy team- weekly




FRIENDSHIP
DAY
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GAMES
DRAMA
BEING OUTSIDE
EACH OTHERS
COMPANY

POSITIVITY
NEW FRIENDS
FUN
RELAXATION
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gracemullins@castleknockcc.ie




SuUpport Structures

Language & Learning Support Department
Ms Jane Daly




Transition Process

anguage
and Supports

Learning
Support Technology

Monitoring Progress &
Communicating

janedaly@castleknockcc.ie
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Junior Cycle Subjects

Exam Subjects
Irish

English

Maths

History

Geography

Science

Religious Education

X Modern Foreign Language




Modern Foreign Languages

O French
O German
O Spanish




Wellbeing Subjects
X Physical Education (PE)

x Clivic, Social and Political Education (CSPE)

x Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE)

x Wellbeing Units of Learning

Digital Media Literacy
Smart Moves (Transition Programme)

Guidance Related Learning




Junior Cycle Option Subjects 2026

} Music
} Visual Art
} Business Studies

} Home Economics

} Wood Technology
} Engineering
} Applied Technology

} Graphics



Music

Performing

Composing




Music

O Through engaging with music, students are offered
opportunities to develop new skills while drawing on
previous experiences.

sessment: There are 2 CBAs (2nd and 3rd year)
CBA 1: Composition Portfolio
CBA 2: Programme Note
Final Exam: Practical( 30%) and Written (70%)






Visual Art

Visual Art can help a
student to find
balance through its
erapeutic quality in
an enjoyable
educational setting.




Visual Art

O Critical and Visual language

O Drawing

O Visual culture and appreciation

O Art elements and design principles
O Media

Assessment2 CBAs marked by the State
Examinations Commission.

There is no final exam in this practical subject.






Business Studies

3 Strand Elements

Personal
Finance

/
W
Our
Economy

Enterprise




Business Studies

OBusiness studies ai ms
in the business environment.

O It develops skills, knowledge, attitudes and
behaviours that allow students to make informed
and responsible decisions while becoming more
self-aware as learners.

O It encourages students to develop skills for
learning, for work and skills for life.

O Assessment:

2 CBAs (2" and 3™ Year)
Assessment task

Final Examination
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Home Economics

Three inter d connected strands:

3. Textile & Craft

Assessment: 2 CBAs and a final
exam (Practical & Written)







Wood Technology

Learning will be experienced across 3
strands:

1. Principles and Practices - Planning,
Managing and Communicating

2. Design Thinking - Creating

3. Wood Science and Material -
Environment and Sustainability



Wood Technology

O Active and student -centred learning

O Acquire skills to use tools and
equipment safely to construct pieces
mainly using wood

O Design process to create a finished
product

Assessment:

O 2 CBAs

O Project (70%)

O Written Exam (30%)







Engineering

Three Strands
AProcess and
Principles
ADesign Application
AMechatronics




Engineering
O Goal oriented problem solving for the
manufacture of products

O Innovation and Exploration
O

roject based approach that requires
students to develop a knowledge of
materials and processes

Assessment:

O 2 CBAs

O Project (70%)

O Written Exam (30%)






Applied
Technology

O Develop the students
understanding in the
application and impact of
technologies in the world
around them.

O 3 Strands

U Pfinciples and Practice
U /Energy and Control

4 Technology and Society

Assessment:

O 2 CBAs

O Project (70%)

O Written Exam (30%)




Graphics

Develops the creative imagination

Students will learn to produce
drawings using equipment, freehand
sketches and computers

Understand how graphics relates to the
design and manufacture of products




Selecting Subjects

»~ »

CASTLEKNOCK COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Aptitude Interest

CHOOSING THE RIGHT OFTIONS AT

JUNIOR CYCLE




Paul McCorry
Deputy Principal

Selecting MFL &
Options




Next Steps

O You will be sent a link to an online Options
Survey (Microsoft Forms) which we will invite

you to complete by the end of February/early
March.

The information will be collated and a letter
confirming your <chi |l dos
Language will be posted to you in May.

O Where a student does not secure both
options, we will not offer their third/fourth
options before contacting you.




Survey (Microsoft Forms)

ﬁl @ Options & Modem Foreign Language Form

First Years 2026-27

e 1

» L

First Year Students (2026) are required to indicate their preferred Modern Language and Subject Options,

Questions 6,7,8 & 9 require you to indicate your daughter/son’s preferred options. You must select four different options however we will endeavour to offer all
students their top two preferred options.

Please note that we will contact you by phone if we are unable to offer your daughter/son their top two preferred options,
Please complete this Form by Friday 27th February 2026

Claire Sayers- Year Head to First Year]

| \



4. Do you have an Irish Exemption? *

Yesq

Mo

5. Please indicate your Preferred Modern Foreign Language *

French

Garman

Spanish



6. First Option. Please indicate from the list below your First Preferred Option *

Art

Music

Business

Hormne Economics
Applied Technology
Graphics
Engineering

Wood Technology




10. Please briefly state the reazons why you have chosen the modern language and options you
have listed above? (e.q. | chose JC Technology because | enjoy creating & designing. | chose
Spanish because | studied Spanish as an after school subject in primary school.) *

Enter your answer

11. Any Additional Comments *

Enter your answer




Planning for CAT4

Christina Clarke
Deputy Principal




Milestones towards
September2026

O Cognitive Abilities Test
(CAT4)

Saturday 17 & 24t January 2

O Students with accessibility r»
needs




Held over two Saturdays in January.

Held in Computer Rooms as the CAT4 s
computer based.

Senior Mentors will be available throughout
CAT4 the day to support the students.
Gmdelln/es Students should enter the College via the
Main Entrance

Students required to bring a set of
earphones (with jack, not Bluetooth).
The CAT4s give us an indication of how
students are performing at this stage.

They will not be used to rank or stream
students.




Enter via Main Entrance




Saturday 17 th January 2026

Entrance Assessment Times — Primary Schools

School

Date

Time

St Patricks NS.
Surnames beginning A to N (inclusive)

Saturda}' I?ﬂljanuar}'

9.00a.m. — 11.00 a.m.

St Patricks NS.
Surnames beginning O to Z(inclusive)

Saturday 17% January

12.00p.m. - 2.00p.m

Castleknock Educate Together N.5.

Saturda}' I?ﬂljanuar}'

12.00p.m. - 2.00p.m

St Mochta’s NS.

Saturday 17* January

12.00p.m. - 2.00p.m

Scoil Oilibheéir NS.

Saturday 17% January

12.00p.m. - 2.00p.m



Saturday 24 th January 2026

School

Date

Time

Scoil Thomais 1 [0 (Ctrl) v

Saturda}' 24th January

9.00a.m. — 11.00 a.m.

Scoil Choilm CNS.

Saturda}' 24th January

12.00p.m. - 2.00p.m

St Brigid's NS (Beechpark).

Saturday 24" January

12.00p.m. - 2.00p.m

Students from other NS Schools.

Saturday 24 January

12.00p.m. - 2.00p.m




CAT4
Cognitive Abllities Test

The CAT4 assessesstudents across four
key areas:

. Verbal Reasoning

2. Non -Verbal Reasoning
3. Quantitative Reasoning
4. Spatial Awareness




CAT4 Report for Parents

Mame: Peter Adetunde

School: Test School

Group: Year 7

Date of test: 13/09/2019 Level: D Age: 11:01 Sex: Male

Profile

Verbal

Quantitative

Mon-verbal

Spatial

I

sSummary

Peter's profile of scores from CAT4 suggests he may have a slight preference for a learning that uses visual
images — pictures, diagrams, moving images, etc. rather than learning by reading, writing and talking about
topics.

» Peter should use online resources, videos and books with plenty of pictures that will help him remember key
facts and information.

« Peter may find some of his schoolwork challenging, particularly where a high level of reading and writing is
required.

« Peter’s stronger spatial skills can be used across the range of subjects and can help support relatively
weaker verbal skills in subjects like English and history.

« When you are helping with homework, make sure Peter understands each step of the task before moving
on. It is important that Peter learns at a pace that is right for him.

+ Tell Peter to ask the teacher to explain anything that is not clear.



Digital Learning

Mr Darran Breathnach Assistant Principal




Student Devices

Next steps




o O

O

o O

O

Skills

Using Teams: 94% very confident or confident

Using School email: 64% very confident or
confident

Using OneDrive: 56% very confident or
confident

Using eBooks: 95% very confident or confident

Making a PowerPoint: 93% very confident or
confident

Submitting Assignments: 80% very confident or
confident

Typing Skills: 71% very confident or confident



Jriggle

Technology for Learning

Wriggle Connect

Access to Ireland’s only professional wri gg I e’s

learning platform for students

and teachers, empowering schools stUd ent

with expert-driven education.

Device

Service & Support

QOur previous offering of 3 yvears of
service and support has now been
vpgraded to include comprehensive
Wriggle services and support fora
full & years.

Seed devices in schools for instant
swaps in case of accidents, ensuring
seamless continuity in learning.

Wriggle Pay

Exclusive payment plan with 0% interest.

Publisher Account Provigioning

Wriggle will collaborate with publishers i Also Available:
to set up usernames and passwords for
students across all publishing platforms. | Devioe Insurance

Accidental damage and loss
cover provided by Yes insurance.

Why not get in touch
& Sense Cloud

Senso internet filtering and classroom
management, offering enhanced
safety and control for your school.

I:% eBook Provisioning

Support for transitioning to eBooks
and deployment of eBooks to
student accounts.

& Miceoarh

AEP




B.Y.O.D

O Can | bring my own
device to school?

O
a




Set up and configuration




Help & Support




